










More than two-fifths of foundations responded that
they currently or had in the past conducted or
commissioned an evaluation.
Community foundations were more likely
to conduct or commission an evaluation.
Larger funders are more likely to conduct
or commission an evaluation.
Staffed foundations were more likely than
unstaffed foundations to conduct or
commission an evaluation.
WHAT DO FOUNDATIONS EVALUATE?
DO FOUNDATIONS LOOK AT WHAT OTHER
FUNDERS ARE SHARING?
DO FOUNDATIONS SHARE WHAT THEY ARE LEARNING?
HOW DO FOUNDATIONS USE THE EXISTING EVALUATIVE








In 2017 Foundation Center surveyed a sample of U.S.-based 
foundations about whether they conduct evaluations, what they 
evaluate, and whether they share what they learn outside of 
their organization. Here’s what we learned.
[611 survey responses]
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WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT HOW





























To better understand what's "worked" and what hasn't for others
To vet a specific strategy or approach
When renewing a grant
Course correction 
To learn how we can improve our work 
#OpenForGood
This infographic presents results from a survey launched in January 2017 by Foundation Center focusing on 
foundation evaluation, which was defined as activities undertaken to systematically assess and learn about 
the foundation’s work (borrowed from Center of Effective Philanthropy and Center of Evaluation’s publication 
Benchmarking: Foundation Evaluation Practices). 
Over 6,000 U.S. private and community foundations with annual total giving of at least $10,000 were surveyed.
http://effectivephilanthropy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Benchmarking-Foundation-Evaluation-Practices.pdf?utm_campaign=Benchmarking+Foundation+Evaluation+Practices&utm_source=hs_automation&utm_medium=email&utm_content=34455021&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8M6vwOuMUA
